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I                            As has been said, linseed-oil exposed in thin layers to the

*                         air dries by the absorption of oxygen, whereby its acids are

converted   into  oxyadds.    By  heating  drying-oils  ami
agitating them with air, also by warming them with various

chemical reagents, which will be described hereafter, their

rate of drying may be increased.

* Drying of Linseed-oil: The drying of linsce<1-oil affords
some problems which are as yet unsettled. Certain
anomalous results have been from time to time recorded
by various observers; but the general opinion has been
that the oil absorbs oxygen, when spread out in a thin film,
to the amount of 16 to 20 per cent of its own weight; thai
this produces certain oxidation products which are solid,
insoluble in all ordinary solvents, and extremely [u?rma-
nent and inert. Various observers have, however, noticed
that these films in some cases have lost in weight; and
in 1910 the writer carried on a somewhat -extensive
of experiments (Jour. Ind. and Eng. C'Arw., vol. Hi., p. 84)
in which it appeared that raw oil (meaning oil which
contains no driers, and is just as it came from the oil-prtt&s
except that it was settled and filtered) increases in weight,
slowly for a day or two, then more rapidly, and in about
six days reaches a maximum of gain in weight, amounting
to from 14 to 18 per cent. Immediately thereafter It
begins to lose in weight; slowly the first day,
more rapidly for a few days, then slowly but
for gome weeks, then more and          slowly, at ihr
end of eight or nine months it         all the
and actually weighs less than when fresh.   This han
repeated so often that it may be            to be          in
general, and may be considered as a very
of the facts.
Any one who has entered a freshly-painted
have noticed an odor, pungent and                           tic
presence* of a gas or vapor which Is irritating to the
and nostrils.   Obviously, this cannot be                    to
the removal of oxygen from the air,        Is             by
something which is given off by the            in        by the